Edinburgh Doors-Open-Day 2010

GOGAR CHURCH


The event this year is being held over the weekend of 25th & 26th Sept and our building will be open to visitors between 11.00 & 4.00 on both the Saturday and Sunday. As well as the church itself, (a listed building), and its graveyard’s interesting inhabitants, the interior provides a fine (and increasingly rare) example of the traditional cabinetmaking workshop; finished pieces and work in progress will be on show. One guy who dropped by recently described it as, “my favourite Edinburgh’s-best–kept-secret”.

Originally linked to Holyrood Abbey, references to Gogar as a religious site date back nearly a thousand years. The present building dates from 1890 (tower and porch added 1901) but incorporates at its S end the remains of a small pre-reformation chapel.  The last church service was held in 1955 and the building has been used as a cabinetmaking workshop specialising in the production of quality furniture in native hardwoods since 1979.
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From an etching in a local history of Corstorphine published in 1890.

This drawing predates the building and differs in detail from what was actually constructed – most notably in respect of the pitched roof on the tower; which maybe explains the squat appearance the tower presents today.
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A photo taken in winter afternoon sunshine with storm clouds gathering in the east 

(There are more pictures in Google Maps and Google Earth but, as a matter of interest and a little initiative test, can anyone find them?)

With RBS having developed the former Gogarburn Hospital across the road as its new global headquarters and the tramline to the airport in the process of wrapping itself round two and a half sides of the graveyard, Gogar Church is the last building left standing in its vicinity. As the Environmental Statement commissioned by TIE (the tramline company) itself puts it (Vol. 1,section 5.6 pp6/7):-

“the long term impacts on it (i.e Gogar Church) are considered significant and adverse

As I said in my original letter of objection to parliament, this is not made any better by knowing that

”the effects (of the tramline) on listed buildings would be significant only in relation to Gogar church”  (ibid p9).

It is therefore important that Edinburgh be aware of this precious relic, “put under the care of Corstorphine Kirk for all time coming” in 1602 and does everything possible to preserve the amenity of its setting.

Chris Holmes

Gogar Cabinetworks

0131 317 7240

For more on the church and its history, the graveyard and its denizens, and of course the workshop and its goings on, visit

http://www.chrisholmesblog.wordpress.com
