Chris Holmes, SFMA, Edinburgh & Glasgow 2010

On display

“Twin Shield” coffee table

Burr elm top on yew stand
£675


Dining- or Side-Chair


Native cherry (gean)

£720 each

(One of a set of six. I also have two more to a slightly different design)

A Bit of Background

I have been running a cabinetmaking workshop in Edinburgh since 1979, building furniture in native hardwoods – oak, elm, ash, cherry and yew.  I work mostly to commission and on a one-off basis for private, public and corporate clients; occasionally I produce exhibition pieces. I subscribe to the Scottish Working Woods ethos (q.v.) www.scottishworkingwoods.org.uk as regards timber sourcing and working practice.

My pieces are hands-on explorations of the relationships between design and making; in these I am guided by the established good-practices and standards of workmanship of the cabinetmaking tradition.  At the same time, and of equal importance, I try to be open to the insights and serendipity (“happy accidents”) that the actual working of these beautiful timbers never ceases to provide.

Since functionally-equivalent objects can be produced by other means more cheaply (at least if the short-term, quick-profit viewpoint is taken), I believe that only an environmentally responsible approach and an honest pursuit of beauty can legitimise the work of the applied artist. So, when looking at work of this type, it is always worth asking, is it going to mature or merely deteriorate?

Due to illness, the twin shield table is the first piece I have actually managed to finish this year. To mark the occasion I have carved the year, in the form ‘MMX’, on one shield. Initials, or whatever, could be carved on the other.

Chris Holmes







Sept 2010 

You can find out more and download this sheet by going to









 www.chrisholmesblog.wordpress.com
